
LIGHT
Emmaus

The Olympics are an inspiring reflection of dedication and training. It is encouraging to see
what these athletes can do when they apply themselves to their sport. It can also encourage
us with the value of physical training as well as spiritual training. 1 Timothy 4:8 says, “For while
bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the
present life and also for the life to come.” What does spiritual training look like? How do you
strengthen your spiritual muscles?

Spiritual maturity doesn’t happen automatically. It is a process of growth, and along with any
type of growth it requires work and focus. There are many areas of our lives that need
spiritual growth in the same way that we need to mature in other areas of our lives. Our
Lenten series is titled, Meeting Jesus in the Garden. We will go through six spiritual
disciplines with the prayer that if you practice them, you will grow as well.  Spending time
with each of these disciplines is an opportunity to meet Jesus in the garden as he prepared
to go to the cross.

The first discipline is fasting. Scripture is filled with references to fasting including when
Jesus started his public ministry by going into the wilderness to fast for 40 days. It was
during that fast that Jesus was tempted by Satan. When we fast, we will face temptation,
and we need to grow in our ability to fight those temptations. We know that Satan was
already defeated on the cross, but we also want to be free from His influence over our lives. 

Second is meditation. A spiritual discipline of meditation emphasizes filling your mind with
God’s Word and allowing it time to sink in. God’s Word will wash out our self-centered
perspective of life so that it can be replaced with the mind of Christ.

Six Week Spiritual Training 
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Worship 
with us!
Sunday, March 1st
COMMUNION SUNDAY
8:30a - Traditional Service
9:40a - Classes for all ages
11:00a - Contemporary Service

Sunday, March 8th
8:30a - Traditional Service
9:40a - Classes for all ages
11:00a - Contemporary Service

Sunday, March 15th
8:30a - Traditional Service
9:40a - Classes for all ages
11:00a - Contemporary Service

Sunday, March22nd
8:30a - Traditional Service
9:40a - Classes for all ages
11:00a - Contemporary Service

Connect with 
us online!

@ E m m a u s A F L C e m m a u s @ e m m a u s l u t h e r a n . o r g

Continued on page 2

Sunday, March 29th
8:30a - Traditional Service
9:40a - Classes for all ages
11:00a - Contemporary Service



Even at the young age of twelve, Jesus sat in the temple listening to the teachers and asking them questions; “And all
who heard him were amazed at his understanding.”

The third discipline is prayer. Prayer seems simpler than fasting, but prayer is an area that we can continue to grow in.
Jesus taught his disciples to pray using the Lord’s prayer. He rose early in the morning to go away to a quiet place and
pray. He went up the mountain and spent the whole night praying. When we are young our prayers are simple, but as we
grow in prayer, we can begin to understand the mind and the heart of God. We can learn how to pour out our hearts to
the One who loves hearing His children talk with Him.

Second is meditation. A spiritual discipline of meditation emphasizes filling your mind with God’s Word and allowing it
time to sink in. God’s Word will wash out our self-centered perspective of life so that it can be replaced with the mind of
Christ. Even at the young age of twelve, Jesus sat in the temple listening to the teachers and asking them questions; “And
all who heard him were amazed at his understanding.”

Fourth is worship. We often perceive worship as an hour on Sunday morning where we join as a congregation to sing and
praise God. Worship can be and is much more than that. Jesus told the woman at the well, “The hour is coming, and is
now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to
worship Him.” True worship becomes a part of all of life. Every time we give worth to the Lord, every time we praise Him
for who He is, and every time our actions are done for the Lord, it is worship.

Fifth is silence. Silence is rare in a world filled with noise, music, people, and so many devices. We constantly have
messages coming at us. Filtering through those messages to find the ones that are most important can be exhausting. At
the same time, we become so accustomed to constant sound that we struggle to just pause and listen to the Lord. I find
that the early morning hours are one of the best times to just stop and let the Lord speak back to me through His Word. 

The last one is serving. We can easily perceive serving as less spiritual, but Jesus knelt and washed His disciple’s feet.
When He did, He taught them more in that one action than if He had used many words. Jesus also said, “Whoever gives
one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple,… will by no means lose his reward.”

We need to continue to grow in these areas. When we practice them, they will strengthen our spiritual life. They will not
make us more pleasing to God, only Jesus can do that, but they will help us grow in Christ and reflect Him to others. I
pray that Lent can be a time for spiritual growth in your life.

Pastor Kevin Olson

Continued from page 1

We hope you will join us this Lent Season for our Wednesday evening
Lenten Services! Each service begins at 5:30p with a Simple Supper to
follow.

The theme this year is Meet Jesus in the Garden:
March 4th: Prayer, Matthew 26:36-46 - Mike Anenson
March 11th: Worship – John 4:19-26 - Aaron Bogott
March 18th: Simplicity/Silence – Mark 6:45-52, Mark 1:35 -  Kyle Anenson
March 25th: Submission/Service – John 13:1-5, 12-15 - Jeremiah Bang

Lenten Service Schedule!



During the week, you can contact the church office by
phone during office hours (952) 884-4751 or visit
emmauslutheran.org/prayer.

There are over 200 recipients of our prayer chain emails
who believe in the power of prayer! We'd love to lift you
up in prayer!

Need Prayer?

Our Emmaus commitment is to pray for 24 hours on the
second Thursday of the month. 

This comes up next on March 12th, 2026

Twin Cities Prays

Please remember in prayer...
Our Emmaus Family:
Praise the Lord for the healing He has already accomplished and
pray for continued healing & strength for:
Candy Lohonen, Thomas Putman, Lola Lunde, Karen Cardwell, 
Wade Gibbons, Marv Christian, Will Schultz, Sue Yarker, 
Marge Monson, Hilde Goebel, Katherine Lange, Clarice Garske Beth
Arneson, Diane Wetherell, Quentin Johnson, Gayle Gottfried, Lea
Byboth, Marlin Bates, Lois Kompelien, Linda Johnson, Lou Blake,
Robin Caselius

Pray for our Military:
1SG Nathan Carlsrud - National Guard
PFC Jerrik Miller - National Guard
SSGT Andrew Johnson - Air Force
Pray for all First Responders and their families in our midst as they
serve our communities.

Pray for troubled marriages in our midst, for God's healing,
reconciliation, and forgiveness.

Pray for peace in Jerusalem according to God's directive: "You
who call on the LORD, give yourselves no rest, and 
give Him no rest until He establishes Jerusalem and makes her the
praise of the earth." (Isaiah 62:6c-7)
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We invite you to participate in any or all of these events as we celebrate 75
years of God's faithfulness through the generations!

Friday, September 18 - 7:00 pm A Night of Music & Praise 
Join us at Emmaus for a historical review of worship music over the years. We'll
take a trip back in time with a variety of musicians and vocalists with some fun
video segments. 

Saturday, September 19 - Golf Tournaments & Diamond Anniversary Banquet
In order to offer more opportunities for fellowship & fun, two golf options are
being planned for the morning: a 9-hole golf gathering in Burnsville and a disc
golf tournament in Bloomington. More details will be provided later. 

The Diamond Anniversary Banquet will be held at Cedar Valley Church (86th &
Bloomington Avenue) at 4:00 p.m. The evening will include a photo booth
opportunity, delicious meal (with gluten-free options), and a program
celebrating God's goodness to Emmaus. Tickets are required for this event;
watch for more information and purchasing opportunities soon.

Sunday, September 20 - Worship & Open House
We'll celebrate with morning worship followed by an afternoon Open House 1-4
pm. Gather with friends and walk down "memory lane" through a variety of
photos and displays. More information to follow. 

We hope you’ll plan to attend and we encourage you to pass this invitation on
to friends of Emmus who might not normally hear about the celebration. Plese
direct them to the anniversary page on our website:
emmauslutheran.org/75years

Celebrating 75 Years!

Available
Now!

D e c a d e  S n a p s h o t  o f  E m m a u s  H i s t o r y  B l o g !
L e a d i n g  u p  t o  o u r  7 5 t h  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  w e  w i l l  b e  s h a r i n g  w i t h  y o u  s o m e  h i g h l i g h t s
f r o m  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  E m m a u s  F r e e  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h .  E a c h  b l o g  w i l l  h a v e  a  b r i e f
s e c t i o n  o f  w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  a n d  t h e n  g l i m p s e s  o f  t h e
g r o w t h  a n d  h e a r t  o f  E m m a u s .

T h e s e  b l o g s  w i l l  b e  p o s t e d  t o  o u r  w e b s i t e  -  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c a t i o n  i s  u p !

Save the date!
A Night of Music &
Praise
September 18  @ 7pth

Golf Tournaments
September 19  th

The Diamond
Anniversary Banquet
September 19   4pth

Worship & Open House
September 20  th



Kelssee Rubenstein brings a unique blend of
organization, creativity, and people-focused
service to her professional work. With a diverse
background that includes healthcare training
and licensure as an esthetician, she values
excellence and creating positive experiences
for those around her. She also maintains a small
in-home studio, reflecting her ongoing passion
for wellness and care. In addition to her
professional experience, Kelssee is creative at
heart and enjoys drawing and painting. She is
also the published author of the children’s book
The Blue Little Moon, highlighting her love for
storytelling and imagination.

Kelssee is married to Trevor Rubenstein, a
missionary with Chosen People Ministries, and
is the proud mother of two grown children,
Maddey and Alec. Outside of work, she enjoys
spending time with family and her long-haired
German shepherd, Fetti.

Daylight Saving Time starts on Sunday, March
8th, when we spring forward.

New Office Manager!

Daylight Savings

Thursdays April 9th-May 21st @ 11:30a - 1:30p.
Join this Stepping On workshop to reduce
your risk of falls and learn techniques for
maintaining an active and fulfilling life. Sign up
in the Atrium starting March 15th.

Stepping On Class

Wednesday, March 25 @ 11a in the Youth
Room 

$10 Meal: Shredded Beef with Au Jus w/Bun,
Fresh Vegetable Platter, Dessert

Sign p and reserve your spot in the atrium
between services Sundays, Mar 15th & 22nd.

Our program will feature the one man guitar
Jim Kirkendall playing country, folk, gospel &
Americana, featuring 6 & 12 string guitars with
singing.

A light meal will follow.

Golden Hearts



Starting in March, Emmaus will be hosting a hockey clinic. 

March 7th & 14th will be hockey, and March 21st will be the last
clinic, and will have a special event. It is for kids ages 3-3rd grade
and we invite you to join us from 9:00-10:30. 

Parents we encourage you to stay for coffee and have some
conversation with the other parents. Remember to dress ready
for the clinic!

March 29th is Palm Sunday. 

Our kids will be waiving palm branches at both services. Please
join us to make this a beautiful service. The kids will be singing at
both services!

Youth Plant Sale - Order Forms available March 8th!
This is a great spring fundraiser for our youth group, look for the
order forms at the Welcome Desk or church office. 

Forms are due by April 15!

Children & Youth

Mar 7,14, 21 | Saturday Hockey Clinics @ 9a - 10:30a
Mar 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 | Sun King’s Kids @ 9:40a - 10:40a 
Mar 4, 11, 18, 25 | Wednesday King’s Kids @ 6:45p - 8p 

Children’s Ministry Schedule

Mar 4, 11, 18, 25 | EMUS Youth Group @ 6:45p - 8:00p
Mar 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 | Youth Sun Studies @ 9:40a - 10:45a

Youth Ministry Schedule



We must pray as if our missionaries are climbing down the mountain, held only
by the single rope of prayer and we are the only ones holding the rope. Lord,
let it be said of us that we are faithful to pray as individuals and as a church
for those we have sent out to do Your work.

 
Praise the Lord for His answer to prayer!  The Bible Society of Jordan
(BSOJ) has completed all 4 GOSPELS and the book of Acts! This is part of
the BSOJ Bedouin Audio Bible, a 5-year Bible project.
Please pray for the upcoming Free Lutheran Bible School missions event,
pray that students and those who attend will be challenged and
strengthened in knowing what it means to go into all the world with the
truth that sets hearts free.
Please pray for the continued outreach of the Gideon's, both locally and
around the globe, as they seek to put the word of God into the hands of as
many as they possible can with the resources God provides.  

Praying Around the World

Happy
Birthday!

Mission
Events:
March 12th - 11:00am
Missions Committee Mtg

A n g i e  J o r e  
M a r c h  2 4

Call the church office for contact information.

Outpost Ministries Gala
Emmaus will be hosting a table for the upcoming fundraising evening for, Outpost
Ministries. If you are interested in attending along with other Emmaus family
members, please contact, David Efteland at: 651-214-9103.

Digital Missions Event at FLBC 
Spotlight: Digital Missions in the FLBC chapel on Sunday, March 1 @ 7p, &
Monday, March 2 @ 9-11a! 

The guest speaker, Matt Whitman, is the host of the Ten Minute Bible Hour
podcast and the Matt Whitman YouTube channel. He is endlessly curious about
the Bible and this thing called the church. As someone who left Christianity and
later returned, he knows a thing or two about the doubts many young people
experience about the Bible. On his website, you can find content on every book
of the Bible, as well as his other projects like the No Dumb Questions Podcast. He
and his family live in the Black Hills of South Dakota.

Register for this free event or find out more at: flbc.edu/spotlight-digital-
missions/ 



Our mission focus for the month of March is Arrive Ministries,
located in Richfield, Minnesota. 

Arrive Ministries, began in 1988 as World Relief Minnesota, as a
ministry of the Greater Minnesota Association of Evangelicals. 

In the three decades of its existence, Arrive has welcomed over
12,000 refugees and connected thousands of refugees to
volunteers from local churches through its programs.

In 2013, the ministry name was changed to Arrive Ministries to
better recognize an identity of its own 501(c)(3) organization.
Arrive Ministries continues to function as the Minnesota affiliate of
World Relief, a global Christian humanitarian organization.
Arrive Ministries provides essential services and practical
assistance to refugees and immigrants to advance self-
sufficiency. They mobilize volunteers in partnership with local
churches to extend love and friendship to new neighbors to
promote thriving in a new homeland.

Arrive Ministries is a Christian non-profit, providing essential
services needs such as:

Housing assistance
Cultural orientation
Employment support
Legal aid for immigration applications
Working with local churches and volunteers for practical help

                                                                                                                                         
Prayer Points:

Please pray for the staff at Arrive, as they work together to
share the gospel with those they are ministering to each day.

Pray for God's continued provision of volunteers who are
believers, to connect with the clients.

Praise the Lord for his direction for the work being done to
encourage believers and to challenge those who do not yet
know the Lord. His timing is always perfect for every soul.

Mission of the Month
Arrive Ministries

CONTACT INFORMATION:

Phone: 612.789.4332

Email: office@arriveministries.org

Address: 1515 E 66  St th

Richfield, MN 55423

Web: arriveministries.org



Last chance for sign-ups:
Baja- FFHM Mission Orphanage: June 14-21
Naknek, Alaska: July 10-28

Fill out an application & turn it in to the office ASAP.
Baja Mission Training #1: March 22nd @ 1p

 Bunks for The Boys
We still need funds for Rafa House: 
We are purchasing : 

20 mattresses
Mattress coverS
Single sheet sets
Pillow

Only $150.00 for a complete set.

Right now, there are 21 men staying at Rafa House & 16 beds
with old, used mattresses. 

Respond! 

Life is full of muscle, magnets, and duct tape that help us
keep things connected. So what is the best way to stay
spiritually connected to one another? 

Emmaus hosted a Men's Retreat on Feb. 20-21 at the ARC. We
had a wonderful couple of days of great food, fellowship, and
teaching from our staff at Emmaus. Pastor Nick challenged us,
if we are to stay connected with the Lord, we need to "come
away" and take time to listen and take a "walk with God".
Pastor Kevin shared the brutal truth that despite our
brokenness and our "imperfect" ways, the Lord is in the mix
and will use it for His glory. Ben Webb dipped into church
history and shared about the value and beauty of all
"members of the body" and how they are challenged to work
together for His glory. Jeremiah Bang brought to us the truth
of "What a Friend we have in Jesus." Even when our earthly
friends are not always available, a friendship with Christ is
eternal. Aaron Bogott closed out our time with a word that
God gave to Abraham regarding where he should journey. The
Lord shared that whether it is another country or steps to a
new day, His promises are true, and His blessings are eternal. 

We look forward to next winter for another great "come-away"
time and our weekly connections.  "Let us not neglect
meeting (connecting) together, as some have made a habit,
but let us encourage one another, and all the more as you see
the Day approaching." -Heb. 10:24-25

Men’s Retreat Recap



UPCOMING EVENTS:
March Women’s Ministries Meeting: March 12  at 9a in Room 209.
All Emmaus women are invited to join this wonderful group of ladies
for devotions, fellowship, and event planning. 

th

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Saturday, MAR 28  from 8a to noon: WMF Spring Rally at Grace
Church, Maple Grove. Theme is “Perfect Peace?” Breakfast at 8a
with Program beginning at 9a. Sign up in the Atrium beginning
March 8  for registration and carpool information. Cost is $10 and
includes continental breakfast and lunch.

th

th

Sunday mornings 9:45a, beginning MAR 29  & Wednesday
evenings 6:30a, beginning APR 8  – New Ladies’ Bible Studies!
We will be studying elements of the Christian faith as it relates to
growing in a community with other believers. Theme – we can’t do
this alone! We need each other!

th

th

Friday evening to Sunday morning, APR 24-26  – Women’s
Retreat at the ARC in Osceola, WI. This year’s theme is “Abundant
Growth” rooted in 2 Peter 3:17, 18. It will be a weekend of hope,
encouragement, and fellowship. Plan to join other ladies from the
AFLC. For more information see arc-aflc.org

th

NEW DATE – Wednesday, MAY 27  at 6p – Salad Supper at
Emmaus. This is an annual event (an offering will be taken) that
combines food, fellowship, music and a devotional. Emmaus ladies
who have passed on during the prior year will also be honored.
Sign-ups will begin May 10 ! 

th

th

Wednesday, JUN 10  – AFLC National WMF Day at Concordia
College in Moorhead, MN.  This year’s theme is: “I Believe, Help My
Unbelief” from Mark 9:24. This is a great way to meet other
Women’s Missionary Federation members. Registration is now open
(Choose WMF Day Registration Only) at aflc.org/2026-annual-
conference-registration/  

th

Financial assistance for registration is available. Please contact an
Emmaus WM Board Member or the church office for more
information.

How Much Do You Know About the AFLC WMF (Women’s Missionary
Federation)? The WMF started in 1962 as a unique arm of the AFLC.
Emmaus’ Women’s Ministries supports the National WMF through
dues designated to fulfill the mission of the WMF. Here’s a short
video that gives a brief history of the WMF and the ministries it
supports: https://vimeo.com/972512237?fl=pl&fe=sh 

The WMF has a bi-monthly E-newsletter highlighting a devotional,
missionary spotlight, current WMF projects & more: aflc.org/women

Women’s Ministries

http://www.arc-aflc.org/
http://www.aflc.org/2026-annual-conference-registration/
http://www.aflc.org/2026-annual-conference-registration/
https://vimeo.com/972512237?fl=pl&fe=sh


1
COMMUNION SUNDAY
8:30a Traditional Service
9:40a Classes
11:00a Contemp. Service 

2
9a Quilters

3
10a Tuesday Bible Study

7p Adult Choir Rehearsal

4
5p Children’s Choir
5:30p Lenten Service
6:15p Simple Supper
6:45p King's Kids
6:45p Emus Youth Group
6:45p Adult Studies
6:45p Worship Rehearsals

5
9a Pickleball

1p Visitation mtg
1:30p GriefShare

6:30p Pickleball

6
OFFICE CLOSED

7
8a Men’s Bible Study
9a Sports Clinic
10:30 Riley Goettl Wedding
Shower

8    
8:30a Traditional Service
9:40a Classes
11:00a Contemp. Service 

9
9a Quilters

10
10a Tuesday Bible Study

6:30p Council Mtg
7p Adult Choir Rehearsal

11
5p Children’s Choir
5:30p Lenten Service
6:15p Simple Supper
6:45p King's Kids
6:45p Emus Youth Group
6:45p Adult Studies
6:45p Worship Rehearsals

12
TWIN CITIES PRAYS 
9a Pickleball
9a Women’s Ministries Mtg
10a Iva Bonasera Visitation
11a Iva Bonasera Funeral 
11a Missions Committee
1:30p GriefShare

6:30p Pickleball

13
OFFICE CLOSED

14
7a Men’s Breakfast
8a Men’s Bible Study
9a Sports Clinic

15
8:30a Traditional Service
9:40a Classes
11:00a Contemp. Service 

16
9a Quilters

17
10a Tuesday Bible Study

7p Adult Choir Rehearsal

18    

5p Children’s Choir
5:30p Lenten Service
6:15p Simple Supper
6:45p King's Kids
6:45p Emus Youth Group
6:45p Adult Studies
6:45p Worship Rehearsals

19
9a Pickleball

1:30p GriefShare

6:30p Pickleball

20
OFFICE CLOSED

21
8a Men's Bible Study
9a Final Sports Clinic

22
8:30a Traditional Service
9:40a Classes
11:00a Contemp. Service 
1p Respond AK training

23
9a Quilters

24
10a Tuesday Bible Study

7p Adult Choir Rehearsal

25
11a Golden Hearts

5p Children’s Choir
5:30p Lenten Service
6:15p Simple Supper
6:45p King's Kids
6:45p Emus Youth Group
6:45p Adult Studies
6:45p Worship Rehearsals

26
9a Pickleball

1:30p GriefShare

6:30p Pickleball

27
OFFICE CLOSED

28
8a Men's Bible Study
8a WMF Spring Rally in
Maple Grove

29  Palm Sunday
8:30a Traditional Service
9:40a Classes
11:00a Contemp. Service 
1p Respond Baha training

30
9a Quilters

31
10a Tuesday Bible Study

MARCH2026 Monday - Thursday 8:30a - 4:30p

Off ice  Hours

Office Phone # 952-884-4751
emmauslutheran.org

S U N D A Y M O N D A Y T U E S D A Y W E D N E S D A Y T H U R S D A Y F R I D A Y S A T U R D A Y



N o n - P r o f i t
U S  P o s t a g e

PA ID
P e r m i t  N o .  9 2 1 3 7
T w i n  C i t i e s ,  M N

 Helping People Say 'Yes!' to Jesus 

Emmaus Lutheran Church
8443 Second Avenue South
Bloomington, MN 55420

Phone | 952.884.4751
Fax | 952.222.4007
Email | emmaus@emmauslutheran.org
Web | emmauslutheran.org

Postmaster: Dated Publication

PLEASE DELIVER BY March 1st, 2026

The Emmaus Light is published by Emmaus Free Lutheran Church: 8443 Second Avenue South in Bloomington, Minnesota. 
Church Office hours are Monday - Thursday 8:30am - 4:30pm. Phone: 952.884.4751 | Website | www.emmauslutheran.org 
Nick Dyrud: Senior Pastor | Kevin Olson: Associate Pastor l Karla Rachac: Business Manager | Kelssee Rubenstien: Office Manager
| David Peterson: Bookkeeper l Ben Webb: Director of Celebration Ministries l Tasha Foss: Media Ministry Director I Jeremiah
Bang: Youth Director l Kristin Wolff: Director of Children's Ministry | Vergene Downs: Children's Music Director | Deb Hultengren
Nursery Coordinator l Custodial Team: Glen Halvorsen I Jim Balder I Kathy Connelly l Mick Hultengren | Garrett Barland

More info on Pg. 1 & 2
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Present: Pastor Nick, Pastor Kevin, Al Spadine, Paul Eikom, Nate Anderson, Keith Grinde, Mike Anenson, Chuck Scott, Gary Gilbertson, Ben Webb, Jennifer Hanson,
Aaron Bogott, Mark McGaffey, Eric Ringquist, Kyle Anenson, Mark Stowman
 
Opening Devotions: Al S “Gratitude” 

Psalm 103: David focuses on God’s glorious deeds
1 Thessalonians 5:18 “Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” We can be thankful in all things

Secretary Report: Approved by email

Executive Committee Report: Paul-Church Security: Please be sure to follow check-in and check-out procedures for kids classes.
 
Treasurer’s Report: Al

January was a very good giving month, and we remain on budget
Motion from Al to accept the January financial report: Seconded. Vote and approved
The Finance Committee has determined gifted funds should be put in “liquid” investments for better access verses long term type investments.

Decon Report: Pastor Nick
Vision Path Evangelism Focus

Discussion of Leadership Questionnaires

Pastor Nick Report: 
1.  Vision Path Discussion (VP1)

On January 28th, I met with Pr. Derick Bearenwald. Derick works for Collision Ministries, a nationwide outreach dedicated to training churches to build
student-led teams that share the gospel and make disciples in their schools. As our youth group continues to work with Collision, I hope we can incorporate
some of their training into our efforts to equip the church for evangelism. During our council meeting, we will review our vision path process, discuss our
council liaison/staff meetings, and discuss this Evangelism focus. Pastor Bearenwald said he would assist Emmaus with training when we are ready.

2.  “Get to Know” Emmaus Night February 12th
The church staff will host a forum for our newest visitors on February 12th at 6:30 p.m. Snacks and juice will be provided. The evening will be an opportunity to
meet the pastors and leadership, to answer questions, and give an overview of our church’s mission and core doctrines.

3.  Office Manager Position Staffing Update
  It’s official, we have hired a new Office Manager. Kelssee Rubenstein began on Monday, February 16th. We are so grateful to have her join our team. As we
have updated the Office Manager job description and expectations, we are eager to train and equip her for the revised position.

4.  Welcome and Greeter Team Meeting
On Sunday, February 15th, we will meet with all Welcome and Greeter teams for our quarterly report. We will be serving lunch and talking about new security
measures.

Pastor Kevin Report: 
1.Missions

February Jonathan Unverzagt – Hope Centers for Children of Africa
March Arrive Ministries
No meeting in January

2.  Lent Theme - Meeting Jesus in the Garden - a look at six spiritual disciplines
2/18 Ash Wednesday, communion, Fasting – Kevin Olson
2/25 Meditation &amp; God’s Word – Ken Anenson
3/4 Prayer – Mike Anenson
3/11 Worship – Aaron Bogott
3/18 Simplicity/Silence – Kyle Anenson
3/25 Submission/Service – Jeremiah Bang

   3. Get to Know Emmaus - Wednesday 2/11
Several new families have decided to call Emmaus their home, and we need to introduce them to the bigger picture of our church family

   4. Greeter Team Meeting - 2/15
It is important to have everyone on the same page regarding what our response should be if there was unrest on a Sunday morning. The same is true for
Wednesday night and Lenten Services. We also want to be prepared for visitors as we enter the Easter season

   5. Study of Divorce - Sundays 2/15 and 2/22
This two-week study is going to be held in the sanctuary for two Sundays to introduce the topic that will be addressed at the annual conference of the AFLC
in June. It is an important topic for us to address as a church since it affects almost every family at some level. We will look at the reason this is being
discussed, the biblical scriptures, with a question-and-answer time.

    6.  Funerals this month include:
Terry Miller – 2/13, Pauline Anderson – 2/16, and Keith Quanbeck – 2/21

Old Business:  
Carpet Replacement: Al S, Mark M & Karla R

We have received a bid to replace carpeting with industrial quality carpeting in the following areas: Front office & hallway, Fireside room, Classroom hallway, Lower-
level main hallway, Youth Room & Stairwells. The bid is $40,098 which includes discounted pricing. The Trustees recommend proceeding with this. Vote to approve:
Approved
 New Business:  

Men’s Retreat Event: (Eric) Trustees recommend providing up to 5 scholarships of $100 each from the Foundation fund, for members to attend the Retreat event.
Vote to approve: Approved
Building Fund: (Al) Recommendation to replenish the Building fund with any funds remaining from the December 2024 Foundation gifts, after the Men’s Retreat
Scholarship funding. Vote to approve: Approved
Emmaus 75  Anniversary: (Aaron) th

Aaron discussed updates on planning for the event
$250 is needed for current items/services. Money would be taken from the Memorial fund. Motion to approve (Aaron) Seconded (Chuck). Vote: motion approved
Recommendation from the Executive Committee to approve hiring an Interim Music Director to assist during Pastor Kevin’s sabbatical (June 1 – Aug 15)
Vote to approve: Approved
Men’s Retreat: (Mike) Mike thanked all who are involved and attending the retreat

 
Motioned to adjourn meeting (Chuck) second. Motion approved. 
Minutes submitted by Mark Stowman
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